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St John the Evangelist Church, 
Upper Norwood secures Heritage 
Lottery Fund investment  
 

 
 
 
St John the Evangelist Church has received a confirmed grant of £187,000 from the Heritage Lottery 
Fund (HLF) for the Securing the Foundations project, it was announced today.  
 
Over the past 20 years, St John’s has suffered significant damage due to subsidence which has caused 
the foundations on the South side of the building to falter and break away from the main part of the 
building. Now, thanks to support from the HLF, the church can begin work on underpinning the 
foundations to secure the future of this Cathedral-sized building in the North of the Borough of 
Croydon, near Crystal Palace.  Grants for this vital work have also been received from the All Churches 
Trust, the National Churches Trust, the Surrey Churches Preservation Trust, Viridor Credits and the 
Wolfson Foundation; in addition a significant proportion of the funds necessary have been raised by 
the local community. 
 
The works will start in October 2016 and are expected to be completed in April 2017.  The church will 
stay open throughout the project so that people can come and see what is involved in underpinning 
such a large building.  Local volunteers will develop exhibitions and information displays about the 
construction of the church in the last quarter of the 19th Century and about some of the personalities 
involved in its early story. 
 
St John’s is a place of meeting for the community and is open every day. From its beginning in 1878 
when the Church was part of the Diocese of Canterbury, and often visited by successive Archbishops, 
to the present day, situated in area rich in diversity, there are many stories to tell.  This part of South 
East London is full of history involving great characters of the past such as JL Pearson, Ninian Comper, 
Alfred J Eyre and Sir Henry Buckland, whose influence impact not only on St. John’s but also on the 
United Kingdom.   
 
Commenting on the award, Fr John Pritchard, the Parish Priest, said “I am deeply grateful for the 
support we have received from HLF and from the many people who have committed time and 
expertise to our application.  We can now begin the task of reinforcing the foundations; and we invite 
the local community not only to watch as it happens, but to rejoice and continue to share in a building 
which will be secure for many generations to come, no longer sliding down a hill or falling over!”   

 



 

 
 

 
Stuart Hobley, Head of Heritage Lottery Fund London, said: “Places of worship are among the UK’s 
most historic building. Thanks to National Lottery players we are able to support these urgent repairs 
to St John the Evangelist Church, enabling it to continue to serve at the heart of the local community.”  
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Notes to editors 
About Heritage Lottery Fund (HLF) 
Thanks to National Lottery players, we invest money to help people across the UK explore, enjoy and 
protect the heritage they care about - from the archaeology under our feet to the historic parks and 
buildings we love, from precious memories and collections to rare wildlife. www.hlf.org.uk 
@heritagelottery 
 
About St John’s  
The Church of St John the Evangelist, Upper Norwood (part of the Church of England) is a Grade II* 
listed building in South East London.  The church, which is a fine example of the work of architect John 
Loughborough Pearson, came into being due to the vision of the first vicar, the Revd William LaTrobe 
Bateman and was consecrated in 1887, when it was described as “the most beautiful parish church of 
modern days”.   Music has always been a central part of St John’s worship and the building is regularly 
used as a venue for concerts and recordings as well as, since July 2016, being the home of the world 
renowned London Mozart Players.  The parish has changed considerably in the last 125 years but St 
John’s continues to flourish as a centre for the local community.  In addition to worship, we have 
relationships with local schools, scout troops, YMCA as well as the Crystal Palace Transition Town, Film 
Festival and Overground Festival.  
 
For further information, images and interviews, please contact: 
Fr John Pritchard, Parish Priest or Rachel Rae, Parish Assistant 
T: 020 8771 6686 
E: sjunoffice@gmail.com 
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