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 Meeting of Parishioners to Elect Churchwardens 

  

 Present 

Fr John Pritchard (Chair) John Stephens Sheri Johnson Bridget West (minutes) 

45 parishioners 

  

1 Prayers 

 
Fr John led us in prayers (the collect for Pentecost), remembering Isaac Samuda, a young man from 
our community who was found dead on Easter Tuesday, and all those suffering in the world. 

  

2 Apologies for absence 

 Rob Barber, Tina Barber, Geoffrey Lawrence, Joy Lawrence 

  

3 Minutes of the last meeting  Sunday 30th April 2017 

 
These were agreed as a true record of the meeting. 

Proposed: Bob Atkinson Seconded: Ann Graham All in favour 

  

4 Election of Churchwardens 

 Our current churchwardens, John Stephens and Sheri Johnson serve until Tuesday 8th May. 

There were three nominations for 2018-2019: Rebecca Hall, Sheri Johnson and David West. Each 
introduced themselves to the meeting. Votes were cast by ballot. 

Rebecca Hall and David West were elected churchwarden. 

Fr John thanked Sheri Johnson and John Stephens for their all their hard work and commitment to 
St John’s during their time as churchwarden. 

  

 Annual Parochial Church Meeting 

  

 Present 

Fr John Pritchard John Stephens (Chair) Sheri Johnson Bridget West (minutes) 

45 parishioners 

  

1 Apologies for absence 

 As above 

  

2 Minutes of the last meeting  Sunday 30th April 2017 

 
These were agreed as a true record of the meeting. 

Proposed: Julie John Seconded: Margaret Stephens All in favour 



 

3 Incumbent’s Report for 2017  

 

Fr John explained that he had written his report around the Five Marks of Mission, to give an 
overview of what happens in the parish. 

We are grateful for the clergy we have, a Reader, an ordinand in training, others discerning 
vocations, and an ordinand on placement. That people wish to serve shows the church’s strength. 

  

4 Annual Reports for 2017  

4.1 There are now 156 names on the Electoral Roll. This is a healthy increase from 2017. 

4.2 The Deanery Fr Russell Lawson, Vicar of St Alban’s, and Assistant Area Dean of Croydon North, has 
been appointed Parish Priest of the Holy Spirit, Southsea, in Chichester diocese. We will miss him, 
and wish him well. 

4.3 The local area Churches Together in Upper Norwood is now called Churches Together in Crystal 
Palace. 

 

4.4 

 
4.5 

 

4.6 

 

 
 

4.7 

Church activities, helping others in need 

Danny Simpson spoke of the Hive. A project is being launched, in which the LMP will give a concert 
for the Hive on a Wednesday afternoon. It is an opportunity that those who attend the Hive might 
not otherwise have.  

Fr Andrew thanked the parish for giving APCMH £500, and to everyone in the congregation who 
helped to raise £3,000 at the Gala Evening. 

Ian Golds requested that people took on responsibility and action for the FoodBank, as collections 
etc have been a little haphazard. Thanks were given in particular to Anthony Fitzgerald and Barry 
Gooden, who have transported goods to the local FoodBank. 

Sheri reminded the meeting that the FoodBank box is now in the Vestry. 

Margaret Stephens requested more help with church cleaning on Saturday mornings. Please do give 
any time you can. 

  

5 Financial Statements of the Council for the year ending 31st December 2017 

5.1 

 
 

5.2 

 

 

 

5.3 

 
5.4 
 

5.5 

Terence Roberts thanked Geoff Lawrence and the finance team who prepared the accounts so that 
the PCC could approve them on 26thFebruary, well in advance of today’s meeting. We are very 
fortunate to have Geoff, a senior chartered accountant, and his expertise. 

Terence reminded the meeting that the costs of the church do not go down; so all giving is very 
much needed. He reflected on the amount of activity that is now going on in the church since when 
he was churchwarden in the late 1980s / early 1990s, or even five years ago. We have a lot of 
activity now, which is wonderful, but it comes at a cost. We are a charity and we have to support 
financially all that we wish to do. 

Works crop up all the time, for example the boiler and asbestos; so we have to keep ahead 
financially of what we may need. This year, works have included the underpinning and the removal 
of the mounds on the north side of church. 

There were no specific questions on the accounts prior to the meeting. Terence was happy to take 
any others following the meetings. 

Fr John gave his thanks to Terence, Geoff, the counters and the finance team for their hard work. He 
acknowledged the PCC’s responsibility of the church’s finances.  

  

6 Election of Parochial Church Council (PCC) Members 

 
Jacqui Fraser, Sarah Ikedashi, Kay Murray and Allan Stirland were nominated and duly elected to fill 
the four available places.  

  



 

7 Appointment of Welcomers 

 

The following have offered to serve as Welcomers. 

Tina Barber, Paul Cooper, Margaret Cunningham, June Morse, Rachel Rae, Margaret Stephens and 
Jade Younger; plus Cornerstone Toluwa and Isoji Toluwa. 
 

Fr John requested Welcomers for the Sunday evening services — usually Evensong — plus High 
Masses in the week. 

  

8 Appointment of Counters 

 

The following have offered to count the weekly collections. 

Tina Barber, Paul Cooper, Alan Driedger, Janet Hall, Geoffrey Lawrence, June Morse, Kay Murray 
and Debbie Tyson-Gooden. 

  

9 Appointment of Independent Examiner  

 
Hartley Fowler were nominated to be appointed for the forthcoming year. 

Proposed: Bridget West  Seconded: Adrian Adams  All in favour. 

  

10 Postal Votes 

 

Fr John explained that many members of our congregation are unable to attend church, but worship 
with us at home, where they receive communion from our clergy, and support us in many ways. It 
was proposed that, under section 12 of the Church Representation Rules, that we introduce postal 
votes for general meetings, so that all these people would be able to take an active part in the 
meetings. If passed, the resolution would take effect from the next general meeting. 

Bridget West explained that under this proposal, anyone wishing to have a postal vote would need 
to request this to the Presiding Officer by a given deadline, prior to the meeting. Those present at 
the meeting would vote as usual in any elections. The ballot papers would be kept in custody by the 
Presiding Officer. He or she would issue ballot papers to those who had requested a postal vote, 
within 48 hours of the meeting. Those voting by post would need to return their papers within a set 
deadline — between seven and 14 days from the date as the meeting — as set out by the Presiding 
Officer. All votes would be counted at one sitting once postal votes were received and the election 
results would then be announced. 

In answer to a question, the Presiding Officer would be appointed by the Vicar. 

John Stephens read the resolution: 

That any person entitled to vote in the elections of parochial representatives of the laity to the 

parochial church council or to the deanery synod or to both that council and that synod may make 

application on the appropriate form to the Presiding Officer for a postal vote. The completed form 

must be received before the commencement of the Annual Parochial Church Meeting. 

All in favour.  

  

11 General Data Protection Regulation 

 

Bob Atkinson explained that GDPR is an EU directive that comes into place from 25th May as to how 
we handle people’s data. This will remain in place after Brexit. 

From then, we will collect people’s data and use it for only the purpose that they (you) have 
requested. We will give assurance that your data is kept safely and not given to a third party — that 
would be a criminal offence. 

 



 

You now need to opt in to receive mailings from the church office, and what you would like to 
receive. Forms will be handed out for completion. 

There will be one central database managed by the office. 

The starting figure for a fine made due to breach of GDPR is £250,000. 

  

12 Diocesan Synod Representatives 

 
Elections for Diocesan Synod take place this year. There are leaflets at the back of church for anyone 
interested. 

  

13 Any Other Business 

 

Bob Atkinson proposed a vote of thanks to John Stephens and Sheri Johnson for the service they 
have given the clergy and the parish for many years. 

Both John and Sheri thanked the congregation for their support and said what a privilege it had 
been to serve St John’s.  

  

14 The Grace 

 

The Meeting closed at 12.47pm. 


