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The Gathering 
 

In the name of the Father, 
and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 

 

The Greeting 
The president greets the people 
 

The Lord be with you 
and also with you. 

 

 Alleluia. Christ is risen. 
 He is risen indeed. Alleluia. 
 

Words of welcome and introduction are said. 
 

Prayers of Penitence 
 

The Spirit of truth will convict the world of guilt 
about sin, righteousness and judgement.  
We have grieved the Holy Spirit. 
In sorrow we confess our sins.  

 

Silence is kept. 
 

Almighty God, our heavenly Father, 
we have sinned against you 
and against our neighbour 
in thought and word and deed, 
through negligence, through weakness, 
through our own deliberate fault. 
We are truly sorry 
and repent of all our sins. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
who died for us, 
forgive us all that is past 
and grant that we may serve you in newness of life 
to the glory of your name. 
Amen. 
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The president says the absolution 
 

May the God of love and power 
forgive you and free you from your sins, 
heal and strengthen you by his Spirit, 
and raise you to new life in Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

 
Gloria in Excelsis 

We sing the Gloria 
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The Collect 
The president introduces a period of silent prayer and then says 
 

God our redeemer, 
you have delivered us from the power of darkness 
and brought us into the kingdom of your Son: 
grant, that as by his death he has recalled us to life, 
so by his continual presence in us he may raise us  

to eternal joy; 
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 
who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever.  
Amen. 
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The Liturgy of the Word 
Readings 

A reading from the Acts of the Apostles. 

Paul stood in front of the Areopagus and said, ‘Athenians, I see how 
extremely religious you are in every way. For as I went through the city 
and looked carefully at the objects of your worship, I found among them 
an altar with the inscription, “To an unknown god.” What therefore you 
worship as unknown, this I proclaim to you. The God who made the 
world and everything in it, he who is Lord of heaven and earth, does not 
live in shrines made by human hands, nor is he served by human hands, as 
though he needed anything, since he himself gives to all mortals life and 
breath and all things. From one ancestor he made all nations to inhabit the 
whole earth, and he allotted the times of their existence and the 
boundaries of the places where they would live, so that they would search 
for God and perhaps grope for him and find him—though indeed he is 
not far from each one of us. For “In him we live and move and have our 
being”; as even some of your own poets have said, 
“For we too are his offspring.” 
Since we are God’s offspring, we ought not to think that the deity is like 
gold, or silver, or stone, an image formed by the art and imagination of 
mortals. While God has overlooked the times of human ignorance, now 
he commands all people everywhere to repent, because he has fixed a day 
on which he will have the world judged in righteousness by a man whom 
he has appointed, and of this he has given assurance to all by raising him 
from the dead.’ 

Acts 17.22–31 
This is the word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
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Please join in the response in the psalm 
  

All the earth shall worship you, O Lord. 
 

Bless our God, O you peoples; 
make the voice of his praise to be heard, 
Who holds our souls in life 
and suffers not our feet to slip. 

  

All the earth shall worship you, O Lord. 
 

For you, O God, have proved us; 
you have tried us as silver is tried. 
You brought us into the snare; 
you laid heavy burdens upon our backs. 
You let enemies ride over our heads; we went through fire and water; 
but you brought us out into a place of liberty. 

  

All the earth shall worship you, O Lord. 
 

I will come into your house with burnt offerings 
and will pay you my vows, 
which my lips uttered and my mouth promised when I was in trouble. 
I will offer you fat burnt sacrifices with the smoke of rams; 
I will sacrifice oxen and goats. 

  

All the earth shall worship you, O Lord. 
 

Come and listen, all you who fear God, 
and I will tell you what he has done for my soul. 
I called out to him with my mouth 
and his praise was on my tongue. 

  

All the earth shall worship you, O Lord. 
 

If I had nursed evil in my heart, the Lord would not have heard me, 
But in truth God has heard me; 
he has heeded the voice of my prayer. 
Blessed be God, who has not rejected my prayer, 
nor withheld his loving mercy from me. 

  

All the earth shall worship you, O Lord. 
Psalm 66.7–end 
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A reading from the first letter of Peter. 

Now who will harm you if you are eager to do what is good? But even if 
you do suffer for doing what is right, you are blessed. Do not fear what 
they fear, and do not be intimidated, but in your hearts sanctify Christ as 
Lord. Always be ready to make your defence to anyone who demands 
from you an account of the hope that is in you; yet do it with gentleness 
and reverence. Keep your conscience clear, so that, when you are 
maligned, those who abuse you for your good conduct in Christ may be 
put to shame. For it is better to suffer for doing good, if suffering should 
be God’s will, than to suffer for doing evil. For Christ also suffered for sins 
once for all, the righteous for the unrighteous, in order to bring you to 
God. He was put to death in the flesh, but made alive in the spirit, in 
which also he went and made a proclamation to the spirits in prison, who 
in former times did not obey, when God waited patiently in the days of 
Noah, during the building of the ark, in which a few, that is, eight people, 
were saved through water. And baptism, which this prefigured, now saves 
you—not as a removal of dirt from the body, but as an appeal to God for a 
good conscience, through the resurrection of Jesus Christ, who has gone 
into heaven and is at the right hand of God, with angels, authorities, and 
powers made subject to him. 

1 Peter 3.13–end 
This is the word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
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Gospel Reading 
This acclamation heralds the Gospel reading 
 

 
 

Come, Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of your faithful peo-ple  
and kindle in them the fire of your love. 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

 

The Lord be with you 
and also with you. 
 

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

Jesus said to the disciples, ‘If you love me, you will keep my 
commandments. And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another 
Advocate, to be with you for ever. This is the Spirit of truth, whom the 
world cannot receive, because it neither sees him nor knows him. You 
know him, because he abides with you, and he will be in you. 

‘I will not leave you orphaned; I am coming to you. In a little while the 
world will no longer see me, but you will see me; because I live, you also 
will live. On that day you will know that I am in my Father, and you in 
me, and I in you. They who have my commandments and keep them are 
those who love me; and those who love me will be loved by my Father, 
and I will love them and reveal myself to them.’ 

John 14.15–21 
This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
Sermon 

Rob Barber 
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The Creed 
 

Let us declare our faith in God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 
 

We believe in one God, 
the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, 
seen and unseen. 
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, 
was incarnate from the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary 
and was made man. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 
in accordance with the Scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 
 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who with the Father and the Son is worshipped and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
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Prayers of Intercession 

The president introduces the prayers 
 

Let us join our prayers with those of our Saviour Christ, 
seeking the Father’s blessing and the gifts of the Spirit. 

 

One of these responses may be used 
 

Lord, in your mercy     Lord, hear us. 
hear our prayer.     Lord, graciously hear us. 
 

At the end 
 

Jesus Christ, 
keep the Church in the unity of the Spirit 
and in the bond of peace, 
and bring the whole created order to worship at your feet; 
for you are alive and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. 
Amen. 
 

The Liturgy of the Sacrament 
The Peace 

The president introduces the Peace 
 

Jesus says, ‘Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you.’ 
If you love me, rejoice because I am going to the Father.’ Alleluia. 
 

The peace of the Lord be always with you 
and also with you. 
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Preparation of the Table 
Taking of the Bread and Wine 

 

The altar is prepared and bread and wine are placed upon it. The president takes the 
bread and wine. 
 

Blessed are you, Lord God of all creation: 
through your goodness we have this bread to set before you, 
which earth has given and human hands have made. 
It will become for us the bread of life. 
Blessed be God for ever. 
 

Blessed are you, Lord God of all creation: 
through your goodness we have this wine to set before you, 
fruit of the vine and work of human hands. 
It will become for us the cup of salvation. 
Blessed be God for ever. 

 

The following prayers are said 
 

Pray, my brothers and sisters, 
that our sacrifice may be acceptable to God, the almighty Father. 
May the Lord accept the sacrifice at your hands, 
for the praise and glory of his name, 
for our good and the good of all his church. 
 

Father, by your Holy Spirit 
you keep the Church in unity and truth.  
As we break bread together, 
may we be one with Christ in faith and hope and love, 
now and for ever. 
Amen. 
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The Eucharistic Prayer 
The Lord be with you 
and also with you. 
 

Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give thanks and praise. 

 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
always and everywhere to give you thanks, 
almighty and eternal Father, 
and in these days of Easter 
to celebrate with joyful hearts 
the memory of your wonderful works. 
For by the mystery of his passion 
Jesus Christ, your risen Son, 
has conquered the powers of death and hell 
and restored in men and women the image of your glory. 
He has placed them once more in paradise 
and opened to them the gate of life eternal. 
And so, in the joy of this Passover, 
earth and heaven resound with gladness, 
while angels and archangels and the powers of all creation 
sing for ever the hymn of your glory:  

 

We sing the Sanctus and Benedictus  
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We praise and bless you, loving Father, 
through Jesus Christ, our Lord; 
and as we obey his command, 
send your Holy Spirit, 
that broken bread and wine outpoured 
may be for us the body and blood of your dear Son. 
 

On the night before he died he had supper with his friends 
and, taking bread, he praised you. 
He broke the bread, gave it to them and said: 
Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; 
do this in remembrance of me. 
 

When supper was ended he took the cup of wine. 
Again he praised you, gave it to them and said: 
Drink this, all of you; 
this is my blood of the new covenant, 
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 
Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me. 
 

So, Father, we remember all that Jesus did, 
in him we plead with confidence his sacrifice 
made once for all upon the cross. 
 

 Bringing before you the bread of life and cup of salvation, 
we proclaim his death and resurrection 
until he comes in glory. 
 

Praise to you, Lord Jesus: 
Dying you destroyed our death, 
rising you restored our life: 
Lord Jesus, come in glory. 
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Lord of all life, 
help us to work together for that day 
when your kingdom comes 
and justice and mercy will be seen in all the earth. 
 

Look with favour on your people, 
gather us in your loving arms 
and bring us with Mary the Mother of God, John the Evangelist 

and all the saints 
to feast at your table in heaven. 
 

Through Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
all honour and glory are yours, O loving Father, 
for ever and ever. 
Amen. 
 

The Lord’s Prayer 
 

Rejoicing in God’s new creation, 
let us pray with confidence as our Saviour has taught us 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven,  
hallowed be thy name;  
thy kingdom come;  
thy will be done;  
on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses,  
as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom,  
the power and the glory,  
for ever and ever. 
Amen. 
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Breaking of the Bread 
The president breaks the consecrated bread 

 

We break this bread 
to share in the body of Christ. 
Though we are many, we are one body, 
because we all share in one bread. 

 
Giving of Communion 

The president says this invitation to communion 
 

Alleluia. Christ our passover is sacrificed for us. 
Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 

 

While the president is receiving communion, you may wish to use this prayer 
 

 Come down, O Love divine, 
 seek thou this soul of mine, 
and visit it with thine own ardour glowing; 
 O Comforter, draw near, 
 within my heart appear, 
and kindle it, thy holy flame bestowing.     Bianco da Siena (late 14th century) 

 
Prayer after Communion 

 

The president invites us to pray and then says 
 

God our Father, 
whose Son Jesus Christ gives the water of eternal life: 
may we thirst for you, 
the spring of life and source of goodness, 
through him who is alive and reigns, now and for ever.  
Amen. 
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Father of all, 
we give you thanks and praise, 
that when we were still far off 
you met us in your Son and brought us home. 
Dying and living, he declared your love, 
gave us grace, and opened the gate of glory. 
May we who share Christ’s body live his risen life; 
we who drink his cup bring life to others; 
we whom the Spirit lights give light to the world. 
Keep us firm in the hope you have set before us, 
so we and all your children shall be free, 
and the whole earth live to praise your name; 
through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

 
The Dismissal 

 

 The Lord be with you 
 and also with you. 
 

Alleluia. Christ is risen. 
 He is risen indeed. Alleluia. 
 

The Spirit of truth lead you into all truth, 
give you grace to confess that Jesus Christ is Lord,  
and strengthen you to proclaim the word and works of God; 
and the blessing of God almighty, 
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 
be among you and remain with you always. 
Amen. 

 

Go in the peace of Christ. Alleluia, alleluia. 
Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia. 
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THIS WEEK’S PRAYER DIARY 
 

Christopher our Bishop; Justin our Archbishop; 
and Jonathan, Bishop of Croydon 

 
Those we have been asked to pray for 

Vinnette and Mike Melbourne, Michael Cooper, Ernest Farr, Adam Phillips, 
Peter Bibby, Claudette and Moses Amaechi and family, Janet Kempson, 

Pat Heaven, Colin Pritchard, Philippa Pearce, Daniel Nicholls, 
Dean Nicholls, Alison O’Melia, Julie Loh, Ann Newman, Joe Rochford, 

Naomi Ioannou, Bob Horner, Ondina Brash, Alan Driedger, 
June McCallum, Carmen Alveraz, Paul Allen, and Poh Wong 

 

Those known to us recently departed 
Bill Callow, John Simpson, Carolyn Clough, and Justin Spooner 

 
Past priests, benefactors, friends,  

and all whose year’s mind occurs this week 
Hannah Priest, John Corline, Edith Macy, Lottie Winch, Josephine Fox, 

Margaret Bookless, Hilda Rew, Kathleen Murray, and Annie Hall 
 

NOTICES 
 

QUIZ NIGHT: Sunday 31st May, 7pm on Zoom. 

FR DANIEL’S LICENSING: Wednesday 9th September, 7.30pm at All 
Saints, Putney. His last Sunday at St John’s will probably be 12th July. 
 
 
 
 

The picture on the cover is The Eternal Father by Paolo Veronese (1528–88). 
 
 
 
 

Copyright Acknowledgements 
The hymn texts covered by Christian Copyright Licensing International are used by 

permission and are reproduced under CCLE 1082583. 
Common Worship: Services and Prayers for the Church of England, material from which is 

included in this service, is copyright © The Archbishops’ Council 2000. 
Common Worship: Times and Seasons, material from which is included in this service, is 

copyright © The Archbishops’ Council 2006. 
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SERVICES AND ACTIVITIES THIS WEEK 
 

Monday 
6pm  Christian Meditation on Zoom 

Tuesday 
3.30pm  Christian Meditation on Zoom 

Wednesday 
10am  Low Mass on Zoom 

Thursday (Ascension Day) 
10am  Sung Mass on Facebook 

 
For an invitation to the Christian Meditation, contact Fr Tom (hurcomt@aol.com). 

Invitations to Masses on Zoom are included in the parish email. 
 

 

 

 

Next Sunday, 24th May (Seventh Sunday of Easter) 
10am  Parish Mass on Facebook (probably) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Parish Church of St John the Evangelist, Upper Norwood 

Vicar: The Revd John Pritchard (day off Tuesday) 
T: 020 8771 6686  E: johnapritchard@hotmail.co.uk 

Assistant Curate: The Revd Dr Daniel Trott (day off Friday) 
T: 020 8771 5307  E: sjuncurate@gmail.com 

Honorary Assistant Priests: The Revd Canon Andrew Wilson  
and the Revd Tom Hurcombe 
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