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INTRO

•I chose this woman because of her history and what she did. When I 
first read about her, I could see she was determined. As a  young 
child, she loved to sculpting, and still continued even when it 
angered her father. Throughout her life , she stood up to those trying 
to bring down her love of art.



CHILDHOOD

•Augusta Christine Fells was born in Green Cove 
Springs (near Jacksonville), Florida on February 29, 
1892, to Edward Fells, a Methodist minister, and 
Cornelia Murphy. Augusta began making figures as 
a child, mostly small animals out of the natural red 
clay of her hometown, Green Cove Springs Florida. 
Her father strongly opposed his daughter's early 
interest in art. "My father licked me four or five 
times a week,” She once recalled, “and almost 
whipped all the art out of me.” This was because at 
that time, he believed her sculpting to be a sinful 
practice, based upon his interpretation of the 
"graven images" portion of the Bible. She 
continued, and the principal of her new high school 
in West Palm Beach, where her family relocated in 
1915, encouraged her talent and allowed her to 
teach a clay modeling class. This began a lifelong 
commitment to teaching as well as to creating art.



LATER LIFE

•Savage continued to model clay, and in 1919 was granted a booth at the Palm 
Beach County Fair where she was awarded a $25 prize and ribbon for most original 
exhibit. Following this success, she sought commissions for work in Jacksonville, 
Florida, before departing for Harlem, New York City in 1921. She did not yet know 
racism was high throughout the United States. She arrived with a letter of 
recommendation from the Palm Beach County Fair official George Graham Currie 
for sculptor Solon Borglum and $4.60. When Borglum discovered that she could 
not afford tuition at the School of American Sculpture, he encouraged her to apply 
to Cooper Union, a scholarship-based school, in New York City where she was 
admitted in October 1921. She was selected before 142 other men on the waiting 
list! Her talent and ability so impressed the Cooper Union Advisory Council that 
she was awarded additional funds for room and board when she lost the financial 
support of her job as an apartment caretaker. From 1921 through 1923, she 
studied under sculptor George Brewster. She completed the four-year degree 
course in three years.



LATER WORK
Savage returned to the United States in 1931, energized from her studies and 
achievements. The Great Depression had almost stopped art sales. She pushed on, 
and in 1934 became the first African-American artist to be elected to the National 
Association of Women Painters and Sculptors. She then launched the Savage 
Studio of Arts and Crafts, located in a basement on West 143rd Street in Harlem. 
She opened her studio to anyone who wanted to paint, draw, or sculpt. Her many 
young students included the future nationally known artists Jacob Lawrence, 
Norman Lewis, and Gwendolyn Knight. Another student was the sociologist 
Kenneth B. Clark whose later research contributed to the 1954 Supreme Court 
decision in Brown v. Board of Education that ruled school segregation 
unconstitutional. Her school evolved into the Harlem Community Art Center; 1500 
people of all ages and abilities participated in her workshops, learning from her 
multi-cultural staff, and showing work around New York City. Funds from the 
Works Progress Administration helped, but old struggles of discrimination were 
revived between Savage and WPA officials who objected to her having a leadership 
role.



END

•Much of her work is in clay or plaster, as she could not often afford bronze. One of 
her most famous busts is titled Gamin which is on permanent display at the 
Smithsonian American Art Museum in Washington, D.C.; a life-sized version is in 
the collection of the Cleveland Museum of Art. At the time of its creation, Gamin, 
which is modeled after a Harlem youth, was voted most popular in an exhibition of 
over 200 works by black artists. Her style can be described as realistic, expressive, 
and sensitive. Though her art and influence within the art community are 
documented, the location of much of her work is unknown.

•In 1945 Savage moved to Saugerties, New York. She taught art to children and 
wrote children's stories. Savage died of cancer on March 26, 1962, in New York 
City. While she was all but forgotten at the time of her death, Savage is 
remembered today as a great artist, activist, and arts educator; serving as an 
inspiration to the many that she taught, helped, and encouraged.

•In conclusion, Augusta Savage is a very interesting person in black history


