St John the Evangelist Church

Upper Norwood

Crib Service
Christmas 2020

1

Welcome

Brothers and sisters in Christ, welcome to St John’s for this
crib service. We have come together in the presence of God
to rejoice in the gift of Jesus Christ, the light of the world.
Let us hear once again this story; the willingness of Mary, the
faithfulness of Joseph, the delight of the shepherds, and the
birth of Jesus our Lord in Bethlehem.
I bring you good news of great joy:
a Saviour has been born to you.
Alleluia!
Unto us a child is born, unto us a Son is given.
Alleluia!
He is Christ the Lord: we worship and adore him.
Alleluia!

Light the Advent candles.
Let us pray…

Holy Jesus,
by being born one of us, and lying humbly in a manger,
you show God’s love for the world.
Let the light of your love shine in our hearts,
dispel the darkness of this world,
and grant us the peace of your kingdom.
Amen.
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Scene One: Gabriel appears to Mary & Joseph

Excited
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Shocked
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Sad
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Worried
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Scene Two: Mary visits her cousin Elizabeth
Everyone:

With Mary let my soul rejoice,
And praise God’s holy name –
His saving love from first to last,
From age to age the same!

Boys/men:

How strong his arm, how great his power!
The proud he will disown;
The meek and humble he exalts
To share his glorious throne.

Girls/women:

The rich our God will send away
And feed the hungry poor
The arms of love remain outstretched
At mercy’s open door.

Everyone:

So shall God’s promise be fulfilled,
To Israel firmly made:
A child is born, a Son is given
Whose crown will never fade.

Everyone:

All glory to the Father, Son
And Spirit now proclaim;
With Mary let the world rejoice
And praise God’s holy name!
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Scene Three: Bethlehem
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Scene Four: The angels and the shepherds

“Glory to God in the highest
and peace to his people on earth”
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Prayers
After each prayer we say…
Lord Jesus,
Hear our prayer.

Let us pray with confidence as our Saviour has taught us;
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name;
thy kingdom come;
thy will be done;
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation;
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
the power, and the glory
for ever and ever. Amen.

Blessing
I bring you good news of great joy: a Saviour has been born to
you.
Alleluia!
Unto us a child is born, unto us a Son is given.
Alleluia!
He is Christ the Lord: we worship and adore him.
Alleluia!
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Christ the Son of God, born of Mary,
Fill you with his grace to trust his promises and do his will;
and the blessing of God Almighty, the Father,
the Son and the Holy Spirit
be among you and remain with you always.
Amen.

Notices
Services at St John’s this Christmas
• Christmas Eve, 9pm and 11.30pm: Midnight Mass (tickets
available through Eventbrite see SJUN.ORG for link)
• Christmas Day, 10am: High Mass
• 27th December, 11am: High Mass for St John the Evangelist
• 1st January, 12 noon: High Mass for the Naming &
Circumcision of Jesus
FOODBANK SUNDAY: 3RD January. On the first Sunday of each month
we collect food for our local foodbank. They currently have plenty of
pasta and tea, and are asking for tinned meat pies, corned beef,

curry, biscuits, tinned tomatoes, tinned custard, and tinned rice
pudding. Please donate what you can.

The Parish Church of St John the Evangelist, Upper Norwood
Vicar: The Reverend John Pritchard
T: 020 8771 6686 E: johnapritchard@hotmail.co.uk
Honorary Assistant Priests: The Reverend Canon Andrew Wilson, The
Reverend Tom Hurcombe, The Reverend Myles Owen
Safeguarding Officers: Rachel Rae and Rebecca Hall.
sjun.org.uk
www.facebook.com/stjohnsuppernorwood
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Doddle page – if you are artistic

I wonder if you can remember who was there on the day Jesus was born.
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