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Setting: Communion Service in E flat  
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The Gathering 
 

The Organ plays as the sacred ministers and altar party enter 
 

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 

The Greeting 
The Lord be with you 
and also with you. 
 

The president introduces the service. 
 

Prayers of Penitence 
We are invited to confess our sins 

 

Hear what Saint John says: 
If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, 
and the truth is not in us. 
If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just, 
and will forgive us our sins, and cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness. 
 

Silence is kept. 
 

Lord Jesus, you are the Lamb of God 
who takes away the sin of the world. 
Lord, have mercy. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
Lord Jesus, you came not to condemn the world, 
but that the world might be saved. 
Christ, have mercy. 
Christ, have mercy. 
 
Lord Jesus, you are the Saviour of the world. 
Lord, have mercy. 
Lord, have mercy. 

 

The president says the absolution 
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Almighty God, who in Jesus Christ has given us 
a kingdom that cannot be destroyed, 
forgive us our sins, open our eyes to God’s truth, 
strengthen us to do God’s will and give us the joy of his kingdom, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

Gloria in Excelsis 
 

Glory be to God on high 
And in earth peace, goodwill towards men, 
 
We praise thee, we bless thee, 
we worship thee, we glorify thee, 
we give thanks to thee, for thy great glory 
O Lord God, heavenly King, 
God the Father Almighty. 
 
O Lord, the only-begotten Son, Jesu Christ; 
O Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, 
that takest away the sins of the world, 
have mercy upon us. 
Thou that takest away the sins of the world, 
have mercy upon us. 
Thou that takest away the sins of the world, 
receive our prayer. 
Thou that sittest at the right hand of God the Father, 
have mercy upon us. 
       
For thou only art holy; 
thou only art the Lord; 
thou only, O Christ, with the Holy Ghost, 
art most high in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 

 
The Collect 

 

The president introduces a period of silent prayer and then sings 
 

Merciful Lord, 
cast your bright beams of light upon the Church: 
that, being enlightened by the teaching of your blessed apostle and 

    evangelist Saint John, 



5 
 

we may so walk in the light of your truth 
that we may at last attain to the light of everlasting life; 
through Jesus Christ your incarnate Son our Lord, 
who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever.  Amen  

The Liturgy of the Word 
Readings 

We SIT for the readings. 
read by Danny Simpson 

 

A reading from the book of Exodus  33.7-11a 

Now Moses used to take the tent and pitch it outside the camp, far off 
from the camp; he called it the tent of meeting. And everyone who sought 
the LORD would go out to the tent of meeting, which was outside the 
camp. Whenever Moses went out to the tent, all the people would rise 
and stand, each of them, at the entrance of their tents and watch Moses 
until he had gone into the tent. When Moses entered the tent, the pillar of 
cloud would descend and stand at the entrance of the tent, and 
the LORD would speak with Moses. When all the people saw the pillar of 
cloud standing at the entrance of the tent, all the people would rise and 
bow down, all of them, at the entrance of their tents. Thus the LORD used 
to speak to Moses face to face, as one speaks to a friend. Then he would 
return to the camp; but his young assistant, Joshua son of Nun, would not 
leave the tent. 

This is the word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

 
The Choir sing psalm 117   
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    A reading from the first letter of John  1.1-end 

read by Margaret Cunningham 

We declare to you what was from the beginning, what we have heard, 
what we have seen with our eyes, what we have looked at and touched 
with our hands, concerning the word of life— this life was revealed, 
and we have seen it and testify to it, and declare to you the eternal life 
that was with the Father and was revealed to us— we declare to you 
what we have seen and heard so that you also may have fellowship 
with us; and truly our fellowship is with the Father and with his Son 
Jesus Christ. We are writing these things so that our joy may be 
complete. 

This is the message we have heard from him and proclaim to you, that 
God is light and in him there is no darkness at all. If we say that we 
have fellowship with him while we are walking in darkness, we lie and 
do not do what is true; but if we walk in the light as he himself is in the 
light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus his 
Son cleanses us from all sin. If we say that we have no sin, we deceive 
ourselves, and the truth is not in us. If we confess our sins, he who is 
faithful and just will forgive us our sins and cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness. If we say that we have not sinned, we make him a liar, 
and his word is not in us. 
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This is the word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Gospel Reading 
The choir sing 

 
The Word became flesh and dwelt a-mong us, 
and we have seen his glory. 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
 

 

 

 

After this Jesus said to him, ‘Follow me.’ 

Peter turned and saw the disciple whom Jesus loved following them; 
he was the one who had reclined next to Jesus at the supper and had 
said, ‘Lord, who is it that is going to betray you?’ When Peter saw him, 
he said to Jesus, ‘Lord, what about him?’ Jesus said to him, ‘If it is my 
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will that he remain until I come, what is that to you? Follow me!’ So 
the rumour spread in the community that this disciple would not die. 
Yet Jesus did not say to him that he would not die, but, ‘If it is my will 
that he remain until I come, what is that to you?’ 

This is the disciple who is testifying to these things and has written 
them, and we know that his testimony is true. But there are also 
many other things that Jesus did; if every one of them were written 
down, I suppose that the world itself could not contain the books that 
would be written. 

John 21. 19b-end  

 
 

Sermon 
Sarita Brown Smedley  

Reader in Training   
 

The Creed 
We STAND. 

 

Let us declare our faith in God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 
We believe in one God, 
the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, 
seen and unseen. 
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, 
was incarnate from the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary 
and was made man. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
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he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 
in accordance with the Scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who with the Father and the Son is worshipped and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 
 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
and the life of the world to come. 
Amen. 
 

Prayers of Intercession 
We KNEEL or SIT to pray. 
The president introduces the prayers 
 
Rejoicing in the love and life of God made visible among us, 
let us pray to Jesus, the only-begotten Son. 

led by Rebecca Hall 
Bread of life, 
your beloved disciple John has brought us your living word, 
inspire all evangelists and teachers to build up your Church … 
Lord hear us,  
Lord, graciously hear us.  
 
Light of the world, 
illuminate the dark places of this world, 
where sin, violence and death cast their shadow over human lives … 
Lord hear us,  
Lord, graciously hear us.  
 
Door of the sheepfold, 
protect all who are in trouble or danger, 
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and give grace to our loved ones, families and friends … 
Lord hear us,  
Lord, graciously hear us.  
 
Way, truth and life, 
minister to all who are lost, misguided or without faith; 
bind up the broken, and give rest to the weary … 
Lord hear us,  
Lord, graciously hear us.  
 
Resurrection and the life, 
raise us up at the last day 
with all who have gone before us in faith, 
with those whom we love but see no longer, 
with John and all your saints, 
that in your Father’s house we may come to the place you have 

prepared for us. 
Incarnate Lord, accept these our prayers 
for the sake of your most holy name. Amen. 

The Liturgy of the Sacrament 
 

The Peace 
The president introduces the Peace 
 

Jesus says, ‘Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you. 
I do not give to you as the world gives.’ 
 
The peace of the Lord be always with you 
and also with you. 

 

The deacon says 
 

  Let us offer one another a sign of peace. 
 

 
Preparation of the Table 

Taking of the Bread and Wine 
 

 
NEH 202 
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Word supreme, before creation 
 born of God eternally, 
who didst will for our salvation 
 to be born on earth, and die; 
well thy saints have kept their station, 
 watching till thine hour drew nigh. 
 

Now ’tis come, and faith espies thee: 
 like an eagle in the morn, 
John in steadfast worship eyes thee, 
 thy belov’d, thy latest born: 
in thy glory he descries thee 
 reigning from the tree of scorn. 
 

He first hoping and believing 
 did beside the grave adore; 
latest he, the warfare leaving, 
 landed on the eternal shore; 
and his witness we receiving 
 own thee Lord for evermore. 
 

Much he asked in loving wonder, 
 on thy bosom leaning, Lord! 
In that secret place of thunder, 
 answer kind didst thou accord, 
wisdom for thy Church to ponder 
 till the day of dread award. 
 

Thee, the Almighty King eternal, 
 Father of the eternal Word; 
thee, the Father’s Word supernal, 
 thee, of both, the Breath adored; 
heaven, and earth, and realms infernal 
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 own, one glorious God and Lord. 

 
 
‘Grafton’ 
French Tantum ergo 
in Chants Ordinaires de l’Office Divin (Paris, 
1881) 

John Keble (1792–1866) 

 
 
The following prayers are said 

 

Pray, my brothers and sisters, 
that our sacrifice may be acceptable to God the almighty Father. 
May the Lord accept the sacrifice at your hands, 
for the praise and glory of his name, 
for our good and the good of all his church. 
 

Word made flesh, life of the world, 
in your incarnation you embraced our poverty: 
by your Spirit may we share in your riches.  
Amen. 
 

The Eucharistic Prayer 

 

All glory and honour be yours always and everywhere, 
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mighty creator, ever-living God, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord; 
for he is the Word before all creation, 
the Life made manifest, 
the Light who shines in the darkness. 
He is the living Bread who has come down from heaven, 
the Good Shepherd, who lays down his life for the sheep, 
the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world. 
He stands among us in his risen power, 
and shows us his hands and his side.  
With joy we worship him as our Lord and our God. 
Therefore with all the angels of heaven 
we lift our voices to proclaim the glory of your name 
and sing our joyful hymn of praise: 

 
The choir sing the Sanctus and Benedictus 
 

Holy, holy, holy Lord God of Hosts. 
Heaven and earth are full of thy glory. 
Glory be to Thee, O Lord most high  
Blessed is he who cometh in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 

 
 
 

We praise and bless you, loving Father, 
through Jesus Christ, our Lord; 
and as we obey his command, 
send your Holy Spirit, 
that broken bread and wine outpoured 
may be for us the body and blood of your dear Son. 
 

On the night before he died he had supper with his friends 
and, taking bread, he praised you. 
He broke the bread, gave it to them and said: 
Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; 
do this in remembrance of me. 
 

When supper was ended he took the cup of wine. 
Again he praised you, gave it to them and said: 
Drink this, all of you; 
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this is my blood of the new covenant, 
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 
Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me. 
 

So, Father, we remember all that Jesus did, 
in him we plead with confidence his sacrifice 
made once for all upon the cross. 
 

  Bringing before you the bread of life and cup of salvation, 
we proclaim his death and resurrection 
until he comes in glory. 

 

Praise to you, Lord Jesus: 
Dying you destroyed our death, 
rising you restored our life: 
Lord Jesus, come in glory. 

 

Lord of all life, 
help us to work together for that day 
when your kingdom comes 
and justice and mercy will be seen in all the earth. 
 

Look with favour on your people, 
gather us in your loving arms 
and bring us with Our Lady Mary, John the Evangelist, 

Alban the Martyr and all the saints 
to feast at your table in heaven.  

 
Through Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
all honour and glory are yours, O loving Father, 
for ever and ever. 

 

 

 
 

The Lord’s Prayer 
Awaiting his coming in glory, 
let us pray with confidence as our Saviour has taught us 
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Our Father, who art in heaven,  
hallowed be thy name;  
thy kingdom come; thy will be done;  
on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our trespasses,  
as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory, for ever and 
ever. Amen. 

Breaking of the Bread 
Every time we eat this bread and drink this cup, 
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 

Giving of Communion 
 

Jesus is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world. 
Blessed are those who are called to his supper. 
Lord, I am not worthy to receive you, 
but only say the word and I shall be healed. 
The body and blood of Christ keep you in eternal life.  Amen  

 

 
The choir sing the Agnus Dei 
 

O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the world, have mercy on us. 
O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the world, have mercy on us. 
O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the world, grant us they 
peace. 
 
 

Communion Anthem  

O fragrant the lilies, though lowly the place, Where the Spirit of God shed 
His Mystical Grace O’er a Maiden who whispered her orisons there. Lo, 
Gabriel cometh, in mantle of glory, To Mary the Maiden intent on the 
Story How the Maker of all things, for you and for me, Hath turned to 
triumph earth’s vigil of weeping: For soon in a cradle a Babe shall be 
sleeping, His a Virgin, and sinless His Birth. All hail to thee, Maiden! Thy 
Little One sleepeth, How tender the love its holy watch keepeth O’er the 
cradle where resteth the Immaculate Child. Once, gather ye round. Greet 



16 
 

the Maiden and Mother: Come, worship the Child, your God and your 
brother: Where on earth or in heaven is found such another? 

William Fairbairn La Trobe-Bateman 1845-1926 Alfred James Eyre 1853-1919 

First Vicar of St John’s                                     First Organist of St John’s  

 
Prayer after Communion 

We STAND 
 

Grant, O Lord, we pray, 
that the Word made flesh 
proclaimed by your apostle John 
may, by the celebration of these holy mysteries, 
ever abide and live within us; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 

Almighty God, 
we thank you for feeding us 
with the body and blood of your Son Jesus Christ. 
Through him we offer you our souls and bodies 
to be a living sacrifice. 
Send us out in the power of your Spirit 
to live and work  
to your praise and glory. Amen. 
 
 

Notices may be given and Banns of Marriage read. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The Sending Out 

The Dismissal 
The Lord be with you 
and also with you. 
 

Grace from the eternal Father be with you; 
grace from the Word made flesh be with you; 
grace from the Spirit of truth be with you; 
and the blessing of God almighty, 
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the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 
be among you and remain with you always. 
Amen.  

 

 
The deacon says 
 

Go in peace. Proclaim the Word made flesh. 
Glory, thanks and praise to God. 
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Recessional Hymn 
We remain STANDING to sing  NEH 208 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

   In remembrance of past worshippers 
 

In our day of thanksgiving one psalm let us offer 
 For the saints who before us have found their reward; 
When the shadow of death fell upon them, we sorrowed, 
 But now we rejoice that they rest in the Lord. 
 

In the morning of life, and at noon, and at even, 
 He called them away from our worship below;  
But not till his love, at the font and the altar, 
 Had girt them with grace for the way they should go. 
 

These stones that have echoed their praises are holy, 
 And dear is the ground where their feet have once trod; 
Yet here they confessed they were strangers and pilgrims, 
 And still they were seeking the city of God. 
 

Sing praise then, for all who here sought and here found 
  him, 
 Whose journey is ended, whose perils are past: 
They believed in the Light; and its glory is round them, 
 Where the clouds of earth’s sorrow are lifted at last. 
 

William Draper 1855-1933 St Catherine’s Court 
 Richard Strutt 1848-1927 
 

 
We remain STANDING  
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Devotions after Mass 

Angelus  

  
 

1  The angel of the Lord brought ' tidings to ' Mary, 
 and she con'ceived . by the ' Holy ' Ghost. 

2  Behold the handmaid ' of the ' Lord: 
 be it unto me ac'cording ' to thy ' word. 

3  And the ' Word was . made ' flesh 
 and ' dwelt a'mong ' us. 

After each versicle and response 

 
 

After the third time 

 
 
Let us pray. 
 

We beseech thee, O Lord, pour thy grace into our hearts; 
that, as we have known the incarnation of thy Son Jesus Christ  

by the message of an angel, so by his cross and passion  
we may be brought unto the glory of his resurrection; 
through the same Christ our Lord.  Amen  
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THIS WEEK’S PRAYER DIARY 
Christopher our Bishop; Justin our Archbishop; Jonathan, Bishop of Croydon 

Those we have been asked to pray for 
Patricia Rae, Sarita Brown Smedley, Patsy Younger, Janet Jolaosho,  
Donovan Donaldson, Liz Woodhouse, Pat Parker, James Delaney,  

Nathan Tulip, Celeste Prinsloo, Roy Rae, Robbie Middleton,  
Christopher Love, Lorna Gautier, David Maitland, Simon Gabe,  

Michael Hale, Vinnette & Mike Melbourne, Michael Cooper, Adam Phillips, 
Peter Bibby, Janet Kempson, Philippa Pearce, Julie Loh, Ann Newman, Naomi 

Ioannou, Alan Driedger, June McCallum, Carmen Alveraz, Paul Allen,  
and Poh Wong 

  
Those known to us recently departed 

Tyrell Shy, George Rae, Alison O'Melia, Tony Croft, Jeremy Westwood, 
Michael Gwinnell, Neville Prinsloo, Terry Paxton 

Past priests, benefactors, friends, 
and all whose year’s mind occurs this week 

Lavinia Hall, Bertie Bennett, Edith Bailey, Charles Norgate, Susan Young, 
Constance Heath, Evelyn Herbert, Grace Freeman, Renie Hitchings, 

Angela Binns, Leonard McFarlane, Caroline Oakley, Doreen Crocker, 
Irene Phipps, Charles Emy, churchwarden 1943-52, Alan Harman, Ronald 

Parr, Holly Staneland, Charles Bardsley, Priest, Vera Hext 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Copyright Acknowledgements 
The hymn texts covered by Christian Copyright Licensing International are 

used by permission and are reproduced under CCLE 1082583. 
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Common Worship: Times and Seasons, material from which is included in this 
service, is copyright © The Archbishops’ Council 2006. 

 

SERVICES AND ACTIVITIES THIS WEEK 
  

Monday 28th  
10am Mass on Zoom for Holy Innocents (also on Zoom) 

6pm  Christian Meditation on Zoom 
Tuesday 29th  

3.30pm  Christian Meditation on Zoom 
Wednesday 30th 

10am  Low Mass (also on Zoom) 

 
Friday 1st January 2021  

Naming and Circumcision of Christ (also on Zoom) 
12noon Mass  

Saturday 2nd  
10am Mass (also on Zoom) 

 
Next Sunday, 3rd January Feast of the Epiphany  

9.15am Morning Prayer  
10am High Mass for the Epiphany with Proclamation 

5pm Said Evening Prayer and Benediction  

 

 
The Parish Church of St John the Evangelist, Upper Norwood 

Vicar: The Reverend John Pritchard (day off Tuesday) 
T: 020 8771 6686  E: johnapritchard@hotmail.co.uk 

Honorary Assistant Priests: The Reverend Canon Andrew Wilson, 
The Reverend Tom Hurcombe, The Reverend Myles Owen 

Reader: Rob Barber    SPA: Danny Simpson 
Reader in Training: Sarita Brown Smedley 

  
 For amendments to the prayer list please contact Fr John 

 Safeguarding Officers: Rachel Rae and Rebecca Hall. 
E: sjunsafeguarding@gmail.com 
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