
For more information about the concerts and  
St John’s, Upper Norwood and its worship, please visit 

www.sjun.org.uk 

Music Events at St John’s, Upper Norwood 

 
 

SATURDAY COFFEE CONCERTS  11am Coffee  11.30am CONCERT   
Saturday 5th February Keziah Thomas, harp 
Saturday 5th March Alexander Karpeyev, piano  
Saturday 2nd April Performer TBC 
Saturday 7th May Performer TBC 
Saturday 4th June Emma Tring, soprano 
Admission Free – retiring collection 
 
ORGAN CONCERTS  7.30pm 
Recitalists to be announced 
Thursday 21st April 
Thursday 19th May 
Thursday 23rd June 
Thursday 21st July 
Thursday 15th September 
Thursday 13th October 
Admission Free – retiring collection 
 
LONDON MOZART PLAYERS at St JOHN’S  
Sunday 30th January  4pm  Community Concert: Leia Zhu 
 
Information from: londonmozartplayers.com 
Tickets available via: eventbrite.com 

 
 
SERVICES AT ST JOHN’S 
Sundays 10.30am High Mass 
                6pm -1st Sunday of the month Choral Evensong and Benediction 
Red Letter days High Masses as advertised ~ see website: sjun.org.uk  

 
 

ST JOHN THE EVANGELIST 
AUCKLAND ROAD/SYLVAN ROAD  

UPPER NORWOOD LONDON SE19 2RX 

 
 

COFFEE CONCERT 
 

 
 

Phacelia Ensemble 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Saturday 8th January 
11am Coffee for 11.30am Concert 

 

 
Admission is free but there is a retiring collection. 



 

PROGRAMME 
 
 
 

Johan Halvorsen (1864-1935)  
Passacaglia in G minor for violin & cello  
(after G F Handel’s Keyboard Suite no 7, HWV 432) 
 
Traditional, arr Cecilia Bignall 
Scarborough Fair 

 
Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart (1756-1791)  
Divertimento in E flat major, K563, for violin, viola & 
cello 
 
 
 
There has been a church on the site of St John’s for over 140 years. 
Early this century the south side of the building started to show signs 
of movement and large cracks began to appear in the tower and 
south aisle. Wooden buttresses stabilized the structure temporarily, 
and underpinning has recently been undertaken to solve the problem 
permanently. This phase of the restoration work is complete. 
However, the church is still on the ‘at risk’ register. External stone 
and brickwork require extensive repair and inside the church a 
thorough inspection and renovation of the brick vaulting coupled 
with a century and a half of dirt all need attention. This second phase 
is estimated to cost in the region of £3million.  
 
The generosity of our performers and our audiences, and not to 
forget our cake-makers, are vital to this cause. Thank you to 
everyone for your continued support in attending these concerts. 

  
Based in London, The Phacelia Ensemble comprises five strings and 
piano.  The aim of the Ensemble is to perform in smaller venues to 
present the audience with a more intimate sound experience, Due to 
Covid, not all members of the Ensemble are able to be with us today, so 
we welcome instead a string trio.  
 

Antonia Kesel 
Since graduating from the Royal Academy of Music with a First Class 
honours degree, Antonia has won many prizes as a chamber musician, 
including the St Martin-in-the Fields chamber music competition and the 
Malta International Music Competition. She is a member of the London 
Mozart Players and enjoys a varied career as a freelance violinist playing 
for various chamber ensembles, commercial recording sessions and for 
orchestras such as the Academy of St Martin in the Fields, the London 
Contemporary Orchestra and the London Concert Orchestra. 
 

Cecilia Bignall 
Since completing her undergraduate degree with first class honours at 
the Royal Academy of Music, Cecilia has performed extensively across 
the UK and Europe, including at St Martin-in-the-Fields, the Wigmore 
Hall, Kings Place and St John’s Smith Square, in Oslo and Moscow and at 
festivals in the UK, Russia, Azerbaijan, Hungary, Japan and Italy.  She has 
performed live on BBC Radio 3 on numerous occasions and featured on 
BBC2 Proms Extra documentary about musicians crossing the boundaries 
between contemporary classical and electronic music.  She regularly 
collaborates with composers and artists from different genres and 
media, performing premieres, improvising and creating new works, and 
recently completed her first film score for ‘Butterfly, Lost’, winning Best 
Music at Across the Globe film festival.  
 

Edward Bale 
Edward studied violin and graduated from the Royal College of Music 
with an MMus in performance studies, concurrently obtaining a BSc with 
Joint Honours in Physics with Music from Imperial College London. He 
also studied viola at the Guildhall School of Music. Edward joined the 
first violin section of the orchestra of English National Opera, and the 
English Chamber Orchestra. Since then he has played much of the major 
operatic repertoire at ENO and the chamber and classical repertoire with 


